
 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Middle School Family, 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire Garden City community for your 

warm welcome during my first few months here at the Middle School.  I feel honored and 

privileged to be working with your incredible children.  Your kind words have meant a great 

deal to me and my family.  It has been a pleasure getting to meet many of you in front of the 

school for morning drop-off, PTA and SEPTA meetings, and at Back-to-School Night.  I 

look forward to getting to know each and every one of you and your children.  On behalf of 

the entire Garden City Middle School staff, I would like to express my sincere appreciation 

for assisting us in making this a smooth opening month.  We are looking forward to making 

this a year to remember! 

 

As always, please feel free to email or call me or our assistant principals, Dr. Fasano and Mr. 

Marr if you have any questions that our wonderful staff are unable to address.  Your ideas 

and input are always welcome, too.  Please remember that they are an extension of me and 

that we work in close partnership.  In addition, please follow me on 

Twitter @EricNezowitz.  This is a good way for you to keep current and to occasionally see 

some of the wonderful things going on in our school community. 

 

Garden City Middle School has always had a rich history of parents supporting our school 

and a strong home-school partnership.  Please join us at PTA and SEPTA meetings 

throughout the year to keep apprised of all school activities and the latest happenings.  Our 

PTA and SEPTA leadership dedicate long hours and lots of energy planning these very 

worthwhile meetings.  They are a significant source of support and encouragement for our 

work and we are most fortunate to have an active PTA staffed by incredibly dedicated 

volunteers. 

   

Thank you again for your continued support.  My promise is to continue to tirelessly lead 

this school and to build on our already stellar reputation.  Together, we can do anything! 

 

All my best, 

Eric  

 

"True peace is not a lovely 'facade' which conceals conflicts and divisions.  Peace 

calls for daily commitment."   ~Pope Francis 

P r i n c i p a l ’ s  m e s s a g e  
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https://twitter.com/AsstSupNezowitz


I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

HALLOWEEN COSTUMES 
 Students and staff are encouraged to wear appropriate costumes on Thurs-

day, October 31, 2019 to celebrate Halloween. Of course, our emphasis is on keeping 

it a fun day for the children. Importantly, parents are reminded that the school’s dress 

code remains fully in effect for the day. Please ensure that children’s costumes are not 

physically revealing, do not depict violence, and do not portray any message that is 

counter to the school’s educational mission.   The basic costume rule is simple: if you 

are not sure that a costume is appropriate, it is likely not appropriate and not permit-

ted.  Keep it fun!  We thank you for helping to keep Halloween a fun and safe event in 

the Middle School.  

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 

 For safety reasons, car entry onto school grounds will only be through the Stewart 

Avenue entrance. After the dismissal of buses, cars may pull up to the sidewalk of the 

Middle School Library/Cafeteria entrance for the pick-up of students. Please refrain from 

parking and/or standing on both sides of the Flag Pole Circle during arrival and dismissal 

times in order for traffic to flow consistently. Please do not leave car unattended in the 

circle.  In addition, be aware that only right turns are permitted from the front entrance 

circle of the school. Making a left turn from this exit is not only dangerous but illegal.  

SECURITY PROCEDURES 

 In order to provide a safe environment for the children in our care, we will con-

tinue to implement security procedures for entry at the Middle School.  As much as rea-

sonably possible, we seek to reduce non-school personnel from entering the school build-

ing.  Therefore, during the school day, we will not allow the dropping off of items within 

the building.  A lidded plastic bin will be placed outside the front entrance and will be 

checked approximately every hour throughout the school day.  Only items of critical im-

portance may be dropped off in the bin for distribution to a student or staff member. Also, 

please be sure that all items left in the bin are carefully marked with the name of the in-

tended student or staff member. Items of value should NOT be left in the bin as the 

school is not responsible for items left unattended in the bin.  

 Here is what to expect when you visit any school building in the District during 

regular hours: 

 You should have an appointment to see a member of the school’s faculty or staff. 

 Access to the building will require that you show your driver’s license or photo ID. 

 Upon approval, a visitor pass will be given to you. 

 If available, a staff member will then escort you to your location. 

 If you do not have a valid photo ID, you will not be permitted into the building. 

 Upon completion of your visit you are to return your visitor pass to the greeter so they 

can mark your visit as complete. 

 

OCTOBER 
October 1 

Rosh Hashanah 

No Classes 

 

October 4 

6th Grade Welcome Party 

7 PM– 8:30 PM @MS 

 

October 7 

Board of Education  

Work Session 

8:15 PM @HS 

 

October 9 

Yom Kippur 

No Classes 

 

October 10 

PTA Meeting (All Schools) 

Membership Votes 

7:30 PM @ MS Cafeteria 

 

October 12 

PTA Fall Sportswear Sale 

9 AM– 1 PM @ St. Paul’s  

 

October 14 

Columbus Day  

No Classes 

 

October 22 

Board of Education Meeting 

8:15 PM 

 

October 23 

District Wide Unity Day 

 

Maria Cafaro, Editor 



I m p o r t a n t  r e m i n d e r s  

CONTACTING YOUR CHILD  

 If you need to contact your child during the school day, please call the main office at 478-3000. Especially for end 

of day transportation changes, please do not send an email to your child’s ninth period teacher.  

ELECTRONIC DEVICES  

 All electronic devices, including cell phones, Smart phones, and all types of cameras, should not be used on 

school grounds (including school buses) and should be kept in the student’s locked locker throughout the regular 

school day. Devices on school grounds may only be used with a teacher's permission. Using an electronic device on school 

grounds may result in the device being confiscated and held by an administrator.  Habitual offenders may be prohibited from 

bringing electronic devices to school by the administration.  

PARENT PORTAL 

 Parents who have provided the district with their email address may access their child’s information through the 

School Tool Parent Portal in two ways. You can either go to http://schooltool.gcufsd.net or go to the district page 

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us  and click on the link “For Parents.” 

MUSIC LESSONS  

 Music lessons in band, chorus and orchestra have begun.  A great deal of the success of the music program is 

the result of students having the opportunity to work in small groups with a music teacher.  This element of the music 

program allows the teacher to address individual problems common to beginning musicianship, such as adolescent vocal 

development, or specific issues with different instruments, which cannot be addressed in the context of the large music 

classroom setting.   

Please be aware of the following information regarding lessons: 

 Although classroom teachers are given lesson schedules, on the day of a lesson (or the day before if possible) the 

student should inform the teacher that he/she will be attending a lesson so that the classroom teacher can take accu-

rate attendance and so that the student can get any assignments. 

 If the student has a test or quiz the student should remain in class.  In the case of short quizzes, the student should 

take the quiz and report to the lesson afterward. 

 It is the responsibility of the student to apprise him/herself of the material covered in the class he/she 

misses and to complete the homework assignments for that class. 

 Lessons are rotated through several periods in a way that minimizes their impact on any given class. 

AFTER SCHOOL BUILDING ACCESS 

 Please be advised that the school building’s doors will remain locked after dismissal. Parents should enter the school 

through the front (flag pole) door until 4 p.m. Press the doorbell to gain access. The school secretary will allow parent entry 

until 4 p.m. For the safety of children and staff, visitors cannot walk around the building unaccompanied.  A parent 

who has an urgent need to enter the building after 4 p.m. should go to the rear gym rotunda entrance. However, we cannot 

guarantee a hall monitor will be readily available after 4 p.m. to escort a parent through the building. Therefore, please do 

NOT anticipate ready access into the building after 4 p.m. 



U n i t y  day  



SEPTEMBER RECIPIENTS 

STUDENTS OF THE 

MONTH 

Grace Golden  

Giuliana Pamatat  

Kayla Cherney 

Jake Brown  

David Nikoyan 

Lukas Takvor 

Julia Rosenblatt 

Ana Gaztanaga 

Ryan Schwantner 

Sebastian Bonilla  

Joseph Pino 

Jack Caldara  

SEPTEMBER RECIPIENTS  

KINDNESS COUNTS 

 

 

 

Michael Berkery 
Julian Galli 

Daniel Medjid 
Taylor Minuto 
Daniel Morizio 

Carter Oxenham 
Timothy Prybylski 
Christopher Sarkis 
Connor Schieck 

Jake Schilpf 
Patrick Shirley 
Declan Wuchte 
Owen Wuchte 

Rebecca Phinney 
Kaitlyn Gebhard  

Benjamin Lau 
Emily Nori 

Natalie Sirico  
Margaret Narula 

Jacob Cooper 
Matthew Braccia  

Isabella Davi 
Gracyn Henry 

Millicent deLaricheliere 
Michael Tusiani-Eng 

Ashley Buckman 
Jack Cicione 

William Stone  

IN & AROUND GCMS  



 Brainstormed ideas to discuss during the Circle of Power and Respect (CPR),  CPR 

is a group gathering designed to build community.  The activity teaches students 

skills crucial to academic and social success.  These skills include: cooperation,       

assertion, responsibility, empathy, and self-control. 

 Signed the “Homebase Contract” promising  

  not to bully others 

  to help others who are bullied 

  to include students who are left out 

  to tell an adult if someone is being bullied 

 Discussed the meaning of “upstander” and  

“bystander” 

 Interacted with peers in several activities. 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

 As part of Garden City Middle School’s No Place For 

Hate initiative, one of our teachers, Ms. Pollack, added colorful 

decals to the girls’ bathroom. Some of the phrases on the de-

cals include: “Kindness Changes Everything,” and “Strong 

Girls Make a Strong World.”  Ms. Pollack said, “Middle school

–aged  children often go through times of feeling socially inse-

cure and emotionally vulnerable. Words of encouragement and 

positive reinforcement can go a long way in lessening these 

feelings.” The boys bathroom will be completed next.  

Above: Students in Ms. Pappas’ Home base try to 
make their way out of a “human knot.”  The hu-
man Knot game is one of the suggested Home 

base activities for the week. 

Right: Students in Ms. Lebenns’ Home Base 

practice  the art of Origami after Ms. 

Lebenn;s read them the book, A Thousand 

Paper Cranes.  



  

  

  

  

 

M s .  R u g e n ’ s  R e c i p e  o f  t h e  M o n t h :  

MINI HAMBURGER COOKIES  

            



IN & AROUND GCMS  

    Ms. Biondi’s Art  

If you like to draw, paint, or create, then why not join the GCMS ART CLUB!! All students may attend the 

Art Club on Tuesdays at 3:30 pm - 4:00 pm in room 246. The First meeting will be Sept. 24th!! 

 

Art tip of the month: While working on a drawing, frequently look at your drawing in the mirror. Or, put 

your sketch up to a bright light and look at it in reverse. This will allow you to see weird lopsided flaws in 

your drawing that you wouldn't notice otherwise. It is a great way to "weed out" problem areas in your 

drawing before you work any further. It also teaches you where your "problem areas" typically tend to be, 

which will help you improve next time. 

 

"Creativity is allowing yourself to make mistakes. Art is knowing which ones to keep. "  

           ~Scott Adams  

BACK TO SCHOOL GRANT NOMINATION 

  

 Congratulations to Ms. Messier for being selected as a 

winner in the Back To School Grant initiative to support educa-

tion! Her middle school colleague, Ms. Vitucci, submitted a de-

tailed entry on her behalf (see below).  

 Ms. Messier, seventh grade social studies teacher at 

the Garden City Middle School,  should win this grant be-

cause she has been instrumental in implementing the Gar-

den City Public School District’s goal of inspiring and chal-

lenging our students to accomplish their personal best.  Ms. 

Messier does this by developing a curiosity for learning, 

engaging students in cognitive struggle and fostering re-

spectful relationships through her lessons. Ms. Messier cre-

ates a classroom environment where students are actively engaged in their learning and develop historical 

thinking skills.  

 Over the past few years, the Garden City Middle School Social Studies department has been utilizing 

a variety of thinking routines which help make students’ thinking visible and differentiate instruction.  Ms. 

Messier has aided the department in learning more about these thinking routines; she has participated in 

online courses and attended numerous workshops and seminars offered by Harvard University's School of 

Education. This positive and effective path of instruction has led to the use of a lot of consumable items.  In 

an effort to become more environmentally friendly, she could use this grant money to purchase larger white-

boards and visual technology aids such as a document camera. 



IN & AROUND GCMS  

ABC HALLOWEEN BAKE SALE 

        On October 31, 2019, the Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) will be hosting a Halloween Bake Sale.  The 

money raised from the event will help support many of the Club’s special events including this year’s 

Unity Day, the school’s Anti-Bullying Egg Hunt, Home Base contests, and more.  In addition, a por-

tion of the proceeds will be used towards a charity of the group’s choice. 

OCTOBER IS BULLY PREVENTION AND DIVERSITY MONTH 
 Are you interested in taking a stand against bullying?  If so, now is the perfect time to 

join the school's  Anti-Bullying Club (ABC).  Not only do you get to make new friends, but 

members get to work on this year's anti-bullying expo, create school-wide bully prevention 

contests and campaigns, learn upstander strategies, and more.  The ABC Club meets every 

Monday from 3:30 to 4 p.m. in the library.  New and returning students are always welcome! 

 

UNITED WE CARE! 

 On October 23, 2019, schools from all around the country will be celebrating Pacer's Bully Prevention Unity Day 

by wearing orange.  The event, created by Pacer's National Bully Prevention Center, was developed to help unite students 

against bullying.  Unity Day's mission is to encourage children to always act with kindness, acceptance, and inclusion to-

wards one another.  Students are reminded that although Unity Day happens only once a year, students need to act as up-

standers in and around the school community at all times. 



IN & AROUND GCMS  

LEADERS  
PEER LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 

 In November, Garden City Middle School’s peer leadership group will meet to discuss this year’s anti-

bullying lessons, activities, and projects.  Over 100 students from Home Base classes in grades 6 through 8 will 

be participating in this year's special program.  Each month, students will meet to learn a mini bully prevention 

and/or character building lesson that they will turnkey back to their respective Home Base classes. 



GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL  

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER  

h t t p : / / w w w . g a r d e n c i t y . k 1 2 . n y . u s / g c m s l i b r a r y   

The Garden City Middle School Library subscribes to high quality online databases.  These databases 

provide students with 24 hour-a-day access to reference sources, primary source documents,  

magazines and newspapers. 

 

To access these databases visit the Middle School Library Website  

at http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmslibrary  

and click on the Online Databases link. 

 

NEWSPAPERS 

The New York Times Digital Replica Edition  USERNAME: 100229053  PASSWORD:  100229053 

USA Today e-Edition  USERNAME:  37587  PASSWORD:  usatoday 

The Washington Post e-Replica Edition  USERNAME: danielsj@gcufsd.net  PASSWORD:  welcome1 

 

DATABASES 

ABC-CLIO - Social Studies Databases  USERNAME AND PASSWORD FOR STUDENTS:  garstu 

American History - All ABC-CLIO Databases include primary source documents, e-books, in depth reference, 

and multi-media resources. 

Britannica Online School Edition   USERNAME AND PASSWORD:   gcms 

Use this powerful resource to search or browse for information in encyclopedias, magazines, videos, and Web 

sites. 

Gale Research in Context  LIBRARY ID:  empirelink 

IF PROMPTED FOR USERNAME AND PASSWORD:  USERNAME:  garden39379    

PASSWORD:  garden_rpa 

Created specifically for middle-school students, Research in Context combines the best of Gale's reference content 

with age-appropriate videos, newspapers, magazines, primary sources, and much more. Students will find out-

standing support to complete assignments in core subjects including literature, science, social studies, and      

history. 

 

Gale Multi-Database Launch Page  LIBRARY ID:  empirelink 

IF PROMPTED FOR USERNAME AND PASSWORD:  USERNAME:  garden39379    

PASSWORD:  garden_rpa 

This launch page links to the Gale Research in Context, as well as many more online resources (InfoTrac News-

stand, Opposing Viewpoints in Context, and New York State Newspapers). 

 

World Book - World Book Student  USERNAME:  gcmshome  PASSWORD:  world 

Tailored for students in middle school, World Book Student includes all the articles from the print versions of the 

World Book Encyclopedia, plus thousands of additional articles, learning resources, and research tools. 

http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us/gcmslibrary
http://nytimesnie.newspaperdirect.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://databases.abc-clio.com/Multi/
http://databases.abc-clio.com/Multi/
http://school.eb.com/
http://find.galegroup.com/menu/start?userGroupName=nysl_li_gardcty&prod=SRC-4
http://www.worldbookonline.com?subacct=F4194

